
Kirkwood Soccer Club 
1220 River Road 

New Castle. Delaware 19720 
 

Thoughts on Game Behavior 
 
 
Players  
 Players want to have fun. 
 
 They need to learn to be creative in how they play. 

 
 Sportsmanship needs to be stressed. 

 
 
Parents 
 Keep the cheering positive and directed at your players.  An occasional "nice play" or "nice shot" 

towards an opposing player is also good. 
 

 Refrain from coaching from the sideline.  Many times the coach has another idea in mind. 
 
 Respect the officials.  No comments should be directed at the officials.  Please keep at least 6 

feet back from the sideline to avoid interfering with the players and officiating of the game. 
 

 Ejection from the game will result if you use abusive language or engage in arguments with 
opposing parents. 
 

 Try not to run on the field if your child gets hurt.  In many cases, they get up, go to the sideline, 
and re-enter the game.  The coach is equipped to attend to the player and there are athletic 
trainers who can attend to more serious injuries. 
 

 When the game is over, talk about the good plays in the game with your child.  Do not criticize 
your child's play or the coach. 
 

 If you have concerns with the coach, talk to the coach privately.  Refrain from griping with other 
parents and your child. 

 
Coaches 
 Professionalism is required of all coaches. 

 
 Respect the officials.  Do not criticize them in front of the players.  When you have an issue, a 

controlled discussion at half-time, not in front of the players, is appropriate. 
 

 Do not yell at the officials.  The players get distracted and lose focus in playing the game they 
want to have fun playing. 
 

 No profanity. 
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 No talking to the opposing players. 
 

 Refrain from over-coaching.  Most of the coaching occurs during practices, half-time talks, or 
with individual players on the sideline. 
 

 If a player is suspected to be injured, error on the cautious side concerning allowing the player 
to continue playing.  When in doubt, consult the athletic trainer when one is on duty. 
 

 Arrive at games at lease 30 minutes before the start of play or when you require the players to 
be at the game. 
 

 Warm-up outside the 18 yard box. This helps keep the fields in good playing condition. 
 

 Do not use cell phones while the players are playing. 
 

 Arrive at practices 15 minutes before you require the players to be there.  This allows for 
parents to come a little early if they would like to talk with you. 
 

 If there is an issue with a parent or player, or an incident at a game, the director of coaching 
should be notified as soon as possible. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation in making soccer a fun and enjoyable sport for all! 
 
Bruce Pill 
Director of Instructional Coaching 
Kirkwood Soccer Club 
 


